§404.999b

§404.999b Who may be reimbursed.

(a) The following individuals may be
reimbursed for certain travel ex-
penses—

(1) You, when you attend medical ex-
aminations upon request in connection
with disability determinations; these
are medical examinations requested by
the State agency or by us when addi-
tional medical evidence is necessary to
make a disability determination (also
referred to as consultative examina-
tions, see §404.1517);

(2) You, your representative (see
§404.1705 (a) and (b)), and all unsubpoe-
naed witnesses we or the State agency
determines to be reasonably necessary
who attend disability hearings; and

(3) You, your representative, and all
unsubpoenaed witnesses we determine
to be reasonably necessary who attend
hearings on any claim for benefits be-
fore an administrative law judge.

(b) Sections 404.999a through 404.999d
do not apply to subpoenaed witnesses.
They are reimbursed under 8§§404.950(d)
and 404.916(b)(1).
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§404.999¢ What travel expenses are re-
imbursable.

Reimbursable travel expenses include
the ordinary expenses of public or pri-
vate transportation as well as unusual
costs due to special circumstances.

(a) Reimbursement for ordinary trav-
el expenses is limited—

(1) To the cost of travel by the most
economical and expeditious means of
transportation available and appro-
priate to the individual’s condition of
health as determined by the State
agency or by us, considering the avail-
able means in the following order—

(i) Common carrier (air, rail, or bus);

(ii) Privately owned vehicles;

(iii) Commercially rented vehicles
and other special conveyances;

(2) If air travel is necessary, to the
coach fare for air travel between the
specified travel points involved unless
first-class air travel is authorized in
advance by the State agency or by the
Secretary in instances when—

(i) Space is not available in less-
than-first-class accommodations on
any scheduled flights in time to accom-
plish the purpose of the travel;
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(ii) First-class accommodations are
necessary because you, your represent-
ative, or reasonably necessary witness
is so handicapped or otherwise im-
paired that other accommodations are
not practical and the impairment is
substantiated by competent medical
authority;

(iii)  Less-than-first-class accom-
modations on foreign carriers do not
provide adequate sanitation or health
standards; or

(iv) The use of first-class accom-
modations would result in an overall
savings to the government based on
economic considerations, such as the
avoidance of additional subsistence
costs that would be incurred while
awaiting availability of less-than-first-
class accommodations.

(b) Unusual travel costs may be reim-
bursed but must be authorized in ad-
vance and in writing by us or the ap-
propriate State official, as applicable,
unless they are unexpected or unavoid-
able; we or the State agency must de-
termine their reasonableness and ne-
cessity and must approve them before
payment can be made. Unusual ex-
penses that may be covered in connec-
tion with travel include, but are not
limited to—

(1) Ambulance services;

(2) Attendant services;

(3) Meals;

(4) Lodging; and

(5) Taxicabs.

(c) If we reimburse you for travel, we
apply the rules in §§8404.999b through
404.999d and the same rates and condi-
tions of payment that govern travel ex-
penses for Federal employees as au-
thorized under 41 CFR chapter 301. If a
State agency reimburses you, the reim-
bursement rates shall be determined by
the rules in §§8404.999b through 404.999d
and that agency’s rules and regulations
and may differ from one agency to an-
other and also may differ from the Fed-
eral reimbursement rates.

(1) When public transportation is
used, reimbursement will be made for
the actual costs incurred, subject to
the restrictions in paragraph (a)(2) of
this section on reimbursement for
first-class air travel.

(2) When travel is by a privately
owned vehicle, reimbursement will be
made at the current Federal or State
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